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Grand final: Disappointing result, but . . . 

 

Proud of the effort! 

Proud of the team! 

Proud of our club! 

 



Grand final week in Perth 
Thanks to everyone who passed on their membership barcodes to WA based former players so they 
could purchase grand final tickets and cheer on the Bulldogs with their families. 

 
The Bulldogs in this photo, which appeared in The West Australian on 22 September are Tony Buhagier, 
Daniel Southern, Michael McLean (NT), Ryan Hargrave, Dennis Blair, Allen Daniels, Phil Cronan, Brad 
Wira, Andrew Purser, Bryan Pleitner, Peter Quill and Daniel Bandy. Others who attended the grand final 
included Todd Curley, Kingsley Hunter, John Greenwood, Jim Sewell, Mark West (NT) and South 
Australians Darren Grant, Jordan McMahon, Matthew Dent and Nathan Eagleton. 
 

WA Western Bulldogs Supporters Club – Grand Final 
Eve Function 
By Jason Duff Treasurer of the WA Supporters Club and son of former player Ken Duff who played in the 1961 
Grand Final. 
 
A Grand Final Eve function was held at the Blasta Brewery in 
Burswood in the shadows of Optus Stadium, the function was a 
sell out with space for 250 attendees which was well attended 
by past players. 
The night was full of festivity and activity the was led off with an 
interview with 2016 Premiership Players Dale Morris and Shane 
Biggs and conducted by WA Treasurer and son of past player 
Ken Duff (1961-65). The question was posed to the players to 
“set the scene” as the night before the GF and player 
preparation. “How would you prepare for the big one,” Dale led 
off with an erudite and detailed response, rounding off the 
professional approach that he took to all matches emphasising 
that the most important thing was to maintain a consistent routine – the same one that he always 
followed. The great thing for the attendees was the contrast in response from Shane Biggs. Shane 
explained that he prepared by eating lollies the night before, a brilliant contrast, this had the place in 
raptures, Dale picked up on this point interviewing Shane – “what was your go to, your favourite lolly?”. 
All in all the interviews were well received and save for a technical difficulty with audio the audience was 
thrilled to hear from the 2016 Premiership legends. 

WA Supporters Club Committee: Darren 
Joseph, Jason Duff and Patrick Costello 



 
 
Darren Joseph, WA Club President followed with an interview of Ameet Bains and Development Coach 
Jamie Maddocks. They talked about strategy that maybe utilised for the match - how the coaching crew 
saw the game playing out, this gave us some insight into the locker room prior ot the big game. Ameet 
spoke well and explained the logistics and difficulties that had been overcome throughout the finals 
campaign, he expressed his pride in all the staff that had been involved and praised the players in the 
way they had conducted themselves on and off the field. 
One of the great aspects to the attendance of the past players, thirteen in total, was that it crossed era’s, 
Pleitner 1960’s, (in addition to this Tom Spurling attended on behalf of Bob his father 1960’s player, Jason 
Duff for Ken Duff 1960’s) Purser, Sewell and McLean from the 1980’s, Southern, Mark West, Quill, Wirra 
from the 1990’s, Curley, McMahon, Kingsley Hunter, Eagleton and Hargrave the 2000’s.  

 
Three of the past players were asked to take to the stage for a laid-back interview, McMahon, Sewell and 
Eagleton. The audio issues actually assisted to engage the audience, they moved forward and huddle 
close not to miss a word. Jordan McMahon led off and spoke of his allegiance to the club, he moved 
across to Richmond to finish his career but identified as a bulldog! His rousing speech to the attendees 
finished with a loud cheer, regular function attendee Jim Sewell spoke of the mid 80’s, his role in the 85 
Prelim and the vibe of the club and coaching staff during this era. The interviews were rounded out with 
Nathan Eagleton who spoke at length about his Bulldog experience and the disappointment of three 
consecutive prelim defeats 08,09,10 but his belief in this group and what they could achieve was 
unquestionable. All Past Players were received well, spoke well and were revered by the gathering of the 
WA Bulldog Members and Supporters. 

Grand Final Eve function: (from left) Ryan Hargrave, Kingsley Hunter, Jordan McMahon, 
Peter Quill, Nathan Eagleton, Todd Curley and Brad Wira 



In all it was an outstanding prelude to the GF with stories, interviews and mingling with the WA Western 
Bulldogs starved public making it a night to remember. Special thanks from the WA Supporters Club 
Committee to the past players association for allowing us to contact the past players to celebrate them 
on the night. Personally, it was a great night for the all, evidence being the past players were last to leave, 
well behaved and in good form. 
  

Western Bulldogs Past Players’ 

Annual General Meeting  
The Annual General Meeting will be held on Zoom on Wednesday 10 November, starting at 7:00pm and 
concluding around 8:00pm. 

Financial full members will be emailed a link. Click on that link to be admitted to the meeting. 

Note: You do not need a Zoom account or a Zoom app if you wish to attend. 

If you wish to be nominated for the committee, please download the nomination form here and email it 
to Owen Madigan at belplas1@bigpond.com. 

If you can’t make the Zoom meeting but wish to vote, please use the proxy form here.  

Contact Owen Madigan (on 0408105151) or me, Ross Abbey (on 0412073092) if you have any questions 
regarding the meeting. 

President’s Report 2021 
There have been a number of highlights and challenges for the 
WBPP in the last 12 months:  

 November 2020: Our end-of-year function was cancelled 
due to COVID. 

 March 2021: Our Recruits Dinner was a sell-out. In 
attendance were former players who represented the club in 
a combined total of 3721 games. 

 Home matches at Marvel: We were able to use the Danvers 
Room and 150 reserved seats for games when a crowd was 
permitted by the Health Department. 

 Pre-match functions  
We arranged pre-match functions starting an hour before the 
games in Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth and the Gold Coast, 

Ray Walker, Jack Slattery, Owen Madigan, Ian 
Bryant, Graeme Cook and Len Cumming 

2021 Recruits Dinner: Simon Beasley, Terry 
Wallace, Stef Martin, Steve Wallis and Brian 
Royal 



featuring interviews and presentations of recognition jumpers. 

Donations 

The WBPP made.is making the following donations: 

 To the Western Bulldogs Football Department: Our donation 
for seasons 2021 and 2022 will enable the purchase of a 
Keiser Squat Machine (see the article later in this newsletter). 

 To the Neil Sachse Centre: In honour of Neil Sachse and his 
tireless work for research into spinal cord injury. 

Mentoring program 

 Player Welfare Manager, Brent Prismall and Ilija Grgic set up 
a mentoring program whereby every first and second year 
player is mentored by a past player. There were seven 
mentorships in 2021. 

Thanks go to: 

 Western Bulldogs staff members, including Linda West, Will 
Felgate, Dale Morris, Alison Manser and Alyson Pym, for their 
support 

 newsletter contributors: Ross Brundrett, Neil Cordy, Michael 
Stevens, Scharlaine Cairns, Darren Arthur and Jamie Sanderson 

 Kevin Hillier: Host of the Recruits Dinner and pre-match 
functions, and the producer of the Two Dogs podcasts 

 sponsors of WBPP: Midway Concrete, Flash Fabrication, 
Xtreme Apparel and The Australian Luggage Co 

 everyone who has sent newsletter feedback, stories, photos 
and information on ‘Lost Dogs’. 

On behalf of Phil O’Keeffe, Owen Madigan, Andrew Howlett, Les 
Bartlett, Adam Contessa, Ilija Grgic, Graeme Joslin, Gary McGorlick 
and Jack Slattery, we look forward to seeing you in Season 2022. 

Ross Abbey 
President 

 

The Two Dogs Podcast 
Episode 14, Part 1 of Final Memories: Doug Hawkins and Paul Hudson 

https://omny.fm/shows/the-two-dogs-podcast/twodogs-ep205 
 
Episode 15, Part 2 of Final Memories: Dale Morris and Tory Dickson 

https://omny.fm/shows/the-two-dogs-podcast/twodogs-ep206 

Kevin Hillier and Barry Round 

Kevin Hillier, Will Minson and Daniel Cross 

Simon Atkins and Scott West 

Brian Cordy, Geoff Jennings and Ross 
Abbey at the Gold Coast Pre-match 

function 



Website 
Our website includes: 
 previous editions of the newsletter 
 podcasts 
 match day information  

The address is: 
www.westernbulldogs.com.au/pastplayers. 

 
Shane Biggs 
57 Games (2015–18); guernsey number 24; (also 6 Games for Sydney, 2013–14) 
By ROSS BRUNDRETT 

 

The moment of the tackle that Dale Morris laid on Lance ‘Buddy’ Franklin, which brought the superstar to 
his knees, the ball to Tom Boyd and delivered the 2016 premiership cup to the Bulldogs, is seen by many 
as THE defining moment of that memorable grand final. 

The reality is that grand finals are not won by a single defining moment, but by many such moments – 
some little, some big – but each one as important as the next. A tap on, a shepherd, a scrubby handball 
out of a pack, they all add up. A million one-percenters that get the job done. 

Earlier than Morris’ tackle, in that last quarter, on the Bulldogs half-forward line, there was a whole series 
of little moments, knock-ons, tackles, half-kicks and smothers that encapsulated thr Bulldog spirit just as 
emphatically as the ‘Moz’ tackle and, extraordinarily, they were all executed by one player – Shane Biggs. 

How often is he reminded of that incredible interaction where the footy zipped around like a pinball for 
what seemed like an eternity? ‘Ha, just about every day,’ admits the jovial Biggs, ‘But it’s hard to go into 
detail about it because, half the time, I reckon I had my eyes closed. When I go over it in my head, it all 
seems like a bit of a blur.’ 



Most Bulldog fans recall it though (probably through watching replays of the game again and again), how 
the ball kept coming back to ‘Biggsy’ as he battled against the odds to get it forward until. Somehow. a 

scrambled kick resulted in a Liam Picken goal – and, 
for many in the stands, that was the moment when 
it seemed the footy gods were on our side. 

How Shane ended up at the Dogs was almost as 
shambolic a story as that mad minute in the grand 
ginal. As a junior he didn’t have any great ambitions 
of playing AFL footy, plying his craft in the juniors 
with Warrandyte, but then a growth spurt (to 
185 cm [6 ft, 1 inch]) helped him expand his game in 
his late teens and play a few games with the Bendigo 
Bombers in the VFL (alongside Tory Dickson). 

That earned him a spot as rookie with the surging 
Sydney Swans but he managed only half a dozen 
games in three years (two of them being finals) 
before seeking a trade back to his home state and 
signing with the Bulldogs. 

But, before he could set foot in the place, all hell had broken loose at Whitten Oval. The coach was 
sacked, the captain departed and, from the outside, chaos seemed to rule. ‘I wasn’t even sure whether 
they still wanted me, there was so much going on,’ he said. ‘But as soon as I walked into the place I felt at 
ease, it just gave me that feel of a local footy club, maybe because the resources weren’t great, I don’t 
know, but it was very comforting meeting people like “Moz” and “Boydy” (Matthew) and “Murph”.’ 

Of course, the rest is history. ‘A new coach like Luke Beveridge meant that everyone was starting with a 
clean slate and he just gave young players like me and “JJ” – all the players really, I guess – a bit of a 
licence to take the game on.’ 

Biggs’ role in those early years of ‘Bevo’ was an important one, playing on both smalls and talls in defence 
and helping overcome the absence of Bob Murphy in the premiership year. ‘We’d had a really good year 
in 2015 and that just gave us the self-belief which spilled over to 2016 and we were on this journey 
together – we just had this amazing confidence in each other,’ he explains. 

Footy clubs of course, are made up of all sorts of different characters, and Shane admits to being not your 
average ‘dead serious’ servant of the game. ‘I always enjoyed some of the left-field stuff I guess. Not 
everything had to be football related.’ So, when injuries started interfering with his ability to play the 
game, they also diminished his enjoyment of the sport. Chronic hip problems got so bad that he decided 
to quit altogether, at the tender age of 27. 

‘I started to struggle, physically and probably mentally, so that was it. Training became a chore and I just 
lost motivation. It sounds cliched, but I just fell out of love with the game,’ he said. ‘At the urging of a 
mate I had a kick with a local team but that wasn’t for me, so I went into hospital and had a hip 
replacement.’ 

When told it sounded like an old person’s ailment, he laughed: ‘Well yeah, I went to rehab and all the 
other patients were as old as my grandma.’ 

These days Shane earns a bob on construction sites, and is in his final year of a plumbing apprenticeship 
that he first started before embarking on his AFL career. ‘I enjoy it, working with tools, doing something 
with my hands,’ says Shane, who also enjoys ‘dabbling’ as a DJ. 

He still keeps in regular touch with his Bulldog mates ‘almost daily, I’d say’. ‘Actually Lachie (Hunter) and 
Luke (Dahlhaus) were both doing carpentry courses . . . I’m not sure how far they’ve got with them,’ he 
said. 

‘I think I’ve reached that stage in my life where I’ve finally settled down. Well, I’m 30 so I suppose I’m 
due,’ he smiled. 



Laurie Sandilands 
160 Games (1966–77); 228 goals; guernsey number 9 (also 4 games for Collingwood, 1978) 

By NEIL CORDY 

 
It’s almost 50 years since the tragic accident that left Neil Sachse a quadriplegic but. for Laurie 
Sandilands. the effects still linger to this day. 

When Neil passed away in August last year at the age of 69, his story became a topic of conversation on a 
past players Zoom meeting. Many of those who lined up against Fitzroy on that fateful day at the 
Western Oval were logged on. For Laurie, it brought an outpouring of emotions he’d bottled up for most 
of his life. 

‘Looking back, I’m certain it was post-traumatic stress disorder,’ Sandilands said from his home on the 
Gold Coast. ‘We didn’t know what we were dealing with, but it affected all of us in different ways. It 
wasn’t until Neil passed away last year that Peter Welsh, Ross Abbey, Graham Joslin and I started talking 
about it on that Zoom meeting. The release only came then, when I was able to freely talk about it and 
about how I felt. It’s been an incredible thing. I finally was able to come to terms with it.’ 

Laurie was captain in that Round 2 match in 1975 at the Western Oval and felt the impact harder than 
most. He and Neil had become mates, they both worked for the club as promotions officers and had 
spent a lot of time together when Neil moved across from North Adelaide. They also paired up with each 
other on the training track.  

Neil had a reputation as a hard man and Laurie was no shrinking violet. When nobody had wanted to line 
up on Neil, Laurie stepped up to the challenge. Circle work was like cross-country boxing, with neither 
player backing down. 

‘We’d come off the ground and I’d have a cut eye and I’d ask, 
“Why did you do that?” and he’d say, “You hit me first!” We 
bonded really quickly,’ Sandilands said. 

In a horrible twist of fate, the week before the on-field accident, 
Sandilands and Sachse paid a visit to the Austin Hospital to visit a 
seven-year-old boy called Paul Stitt. He was a Bulldog supporter 
who had suffered spinal damage in a car accident. 

In the days after Neil’s accident Paul returned the favour, paying 
him a bedside visit in his wheelchair. Laurie was also among the 
first to visit Neil at the Austin Hospital, along with coach Bob Rose 
who was still dealing with the ramifications of a similar fate 
suffered by his son Robert. Robert, also a Bulldog player and state 
cricketer, had suffered spinal damage in a car accident the year 
before. 



Laurie and his team mates felt deeply for their coach and 
for their team mate but had to face the daunting task of 
turning their focus to the remainder of a season which 
was only two games old. 

‘Counselling was unheard of,’ Sandilands said. ‘The closest 
we got was from Tony Capes (the team doctor and future 
club President). Tony told us, “There won’t be an 
immediate effect but, in seven to eight weeks, those that 
are going to be affected will be. We’ll start to see it in 
their performance on the field.” I was one of those 
blokes.’ 

In the short-term the team were ‘Doing it for Neil’ as the 
emotional tidal wave swept them along. The following 
week, the Bulldogs won the Round 3 match against 
Geelong and then beat back-to-back premiers Richmond 
by a record-breaking 66 points at the MCG. When they 
then took revenge on Collingwood for their elimination 
from the 1974 finals, the Dogs had arrived as genuine 
premiership contenders. 

But, as Tony Capes had predicted, the effects of Neil’s accident were delayed. The team lost the next four 
in a row and Laurie was suffering badly. ‘I was grossly affected and I became quite frightened on the 
football field.’ Sandilands said. ‘To try and cover that up as well was a real challenge. I was scared of 
hurting people and getting hurt myself. It became a mental block. When I needed to put my head over 
the ball, it became a physical impossibility to do it.’ 

Such an admission has been decades in the making. At the time it was impossible for the captain to speak 
these thoughts to his coach and his team mates. ‘I just covered it up,’ Sandilands said. ’I never felt that I 

could discuss it because of what happened to Neil. Anything that 
happened to me or my team mates was just so trivial in 
comparison. If I had those feelings, what had I got to complain 
about, so I just buried them. I’ve covered it up for 45 years.’ 

Not surprisingly, carrying a burden like that took a heavy toll. 
Laurie played two more seasons at the Kennel but was never the 
same player again. He moved to Collingwood in 1978, where he 
played just four games and retired at the end of the year. 

Over the years that followed Laurie and Neil lost contact with 
each other. 

In his outstanding 2015 book about Neil Sachse’s life entitled 
Playing On, Michael Sexton wrote this about Laurie: ‘Besides Neil, 

the player most affected has been Laurie Sandilands. As captain he stood over his badly injured friend 
and felt helpless. It haunted him and others realised. Neil wrote to him at the time explaining he need 
carry no burden, but there was no reply.’ 

The book also went on to describe the first meeting between Laurie and Neil, more than two decades 
after the accident. It was organised by Bulldogs’ president David Smorgon who seated Laurie and Jenny 
Sandilands alongside Neil and Janyne Sachse at a pre-match lunch before a Crows versus Bulldogs match 
at Football Park in Adelaide. ‘At one point during the lunch, I looked over to see Neil and Laurie sitting 
together. Laurie had tears streaming down his face,’ Smorgon said. 

‘We had a lovely talk,’ Sandilands remembers. ‘He said things I admire. He said, “I’ve had a great life, 
Laurie”. That was an enormous comfort to me as much as anything, I looked at a man I admired so much 
for what he is about.’ 



Neil dealt with the worst injury in the history of footy and ultimately became an inspiration. As well as 
building a happy family life with his wife Janyne and sons Ben and Sam he became an ardent advocate for 
disability care and injury prevention in sport. He also raised millions of dollars for research through the 
Neil Sachse Foundation. 

Graeme Cook: A Bulldog forever 
37 games (1966–70); guernsey number 10 

 

In 1970, coached by Ted Whitten, a 22-year-old Graeme Cook was a member of a star-studded Bulldogs 
line-up, that included Gary Dempsey, Bernie Quinlan, Barry Round, David Thorpe, Dave Darcy and George 
Bisset, and many more extremely talented players, too numerous to mention. But he opted to ‘retire’ 
from the VFL in favour of a more leisurely life back on his family’s 3000-acre wheat and sheep property in 
Hopetoun, where he would coach the senior team to four premierships in six years and help produce 
Essendon young guns Stephen Robins, Geoff Burdett and Pat Wellington. 

Cook, now an extremely fit 73 and living in Aberfeldie, says his choice to walk away from the Bulldogs was 
simple. ‘I got married in February of that year and was training in Hopetoun during the week, before 
driving to Footscray and staying at the Palms Motel to play at the weekend, while also holding down a job 
with Borthwicks as a livestock buyer,’ he said. ‘The job I was making the least amount of money out of 
was football, where I was being paid $30 a week, so it was a no-brainer, really.’ 

Cook’s journey to the VFL started 
at 15, when he made the Hopetoun 
senior side and the local publican 
rang the then Footscray secretary 
Jack Collins to tell ‘Collo’ of the young 
player’s prowess. That phone call 
resulted in Collins inviting Cook to 
watch the 1965 grand final between 
Essendon and St Kilda from the MCC 
Members Reserve. 

‘It was the first time I’d flown in a 
plane,’ Cook recalled. ‘I caught a DC3 
from Warracknabeal to Melbourne.’  

The following year, the left-footed 
Cook fronted up for the practice 
matches and remembers getting a solid workout from ‘EJ’ (Whitten) during one match, but he must have 
passed the test because he was given the number 10 guernsey and selected to make his VFL debut 
against North Melbourne at the age of 18 years and 24 days. 

After he had played six consecutive games, Cook’s father Max fell ill and he was back running the family 

Graeme Cook and Lynne Trainor 



farm. 

Cook’s career was stricken by severe hamstring and AC shoulder injuries, which meant he played only 
37 games for 17 goals before making the fateful decision to leave at the end of the 1970 season. 

During his five seasons with the club, the Bulldogs finished tenth, twelfth (last on percentage from 
Fitzroy), tenth, eleventh and seventh (when the team won 11 of 22 games). 

Without dwelling on the point, Cook says that, while the side was full of ‘stars’, several of the players 
weren’t team-oriented and cared only about statistics. 

But, for all that, Cook fondly remembers his days at the Bulldogs, during which he was fortunate to be 
helped in securing his job as a livestock buyer which has given him lifelong employment. 

These days he still works three days a week travelling throughout Victoria to buy sheep for Bill 
Stapleton’s family-run export business, which processes one million sheep a year and exports to the 
Middle East, Asia and the United States. 

Outside of football and work, Cook also has had a distinguished career playing seniors cricket. He says 
cricket is a game he always enjoyed. 

It all started with Aberfeldie fourths when Cook was in his 50s and then progressed to a Vic Country team 
of over 60s where he made an instant impression with a hat-trick in his first over. Seven years ago, Cook 
captained Vic Country at the national championships in Hobart, with the side winning the division two 
title against South Australia and scoring a record 274 runs off 40 overs (a record that still stands), Cook 
considers this his greatest sporting achievement. 

Subsequently Cook has completed two tours of England with the over 60s team and, before that, took 
part in 10-week tours around the world, playing cricket in Los Angeles, New York, Barbados, England and 
Wales, and finishing with three games in Zimbabwe. 

Cook still watches the Bulldogs play whenever he can, and still remembers the friendship he was shown 
by team mates Ian Bryant and Dave Darcy in his early teenage years. ‘The “Rat” (Bryant) would just say 
hop in the car and he would drive me home for the weekend, so I could catch up with my family; he was a 
ripper bloke,’ Cook recalled. ‘Dave Darcy was the same. I remember him coming over from Adelaide and 
staying with my family for the weekend.’ 

Donation to the Football department: Keiser Squat Machine 

Our donations for seasons 2021 and 2022 will enable the club to purchase a second Keiser Squat Machine 
and lifting platform. Below is an extract from an email to Chris Grant, head of football, from Calvin Philp 
the clubs senior strength and conditioning coach. 

‘Please find below an image of the Keiser Squat and [the] benefit . . . purchasing a second one would have 
for our football program. 



While our current Keiser Squat may have been initially purchased as an alternative to the belt squat for 
injured players, it has become an integral part of our strength program . . . with up to 40 players utilising 
it during their strength program[s]. The benefit of this for our program is two-fold, allowing our players to 
produce more force than with a normal barbell back squat as well as minimising the risk of injury due to 
less load placed on the back. Given the main physical focus 
of our group has been identified as strength in the contest, 
the ability to produce greater force through the use of the 
Keiser will help support this. Additionally, through our end of 
year analysis I identified a significant relationship between 
lower body strength and key on-field GPS metrics, such as 
max velocity and +25km/h metres. The opportunity to 
further drive the physical side of our program while keeping 
risk of injury low is a potential competitive advantage for us. 
The issue we currently face is the logistics of getting players 
through the equipment in their allocated gym time. For now 
this leads to less than optimal programming issues of either:  

a) players having to wait until the end of their session (or 
potentially another session) to get their squats done, 
therefore carrying in greater fatigue – leading to the 
potential of diminishing competitive advantage we can get from the equipment, or 

b) the need to program for some of the boys to increase their loading through the traditional method 
of greater load on their back. While this is okay, it carries greater risk than using the Keiser. 
Therefore, my strong recommendation would be to investigate ways we can purchase a second 
Keiser ASAP. 

I would also recommend getting the lifting platform attachment. This would give us greater versatility to 
utilise the rack and space.’ 

2021 Events Calendar 

Sunday 7 November 11:00am End of Year Lunch – Cancelled due to COVID 

 
Wednesday 10 November 7:00pm Annual General Meeting via ZOOM 

 

Wednesday 18 November–Friday 20 
November  

9:00am Neil Sachse Foundation Project Discovery Ride #6: 
Riding to Achieve Neil Sachse’s Vision. 

Contact Colin Boyd: 0458 741 631 

Sunday 28 November 9:30am AFLCPP Bowls Day at Altona Bowls Club 
Contact Len Cumming: 0418 374 079 



Congratulations! 
WBPP 2021 Most Improved Award: 
Bailey Dale 
Bailey Dale has been awarded the WBPP 2021 Most 
Improved Player. Bailey had an outstanding season and 
was selected in the All-Australian team. The Most 
Improved Award is selected by Ron McGowan (1965–72), 
Graeme Joslin (1969–71) and Gordon Casey (1969–75).  

80th birthdays 
 
 
 
Ken Duff 
WB #490 
67 games (1961–65) 
1961 Grand Final player 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ray Walker 
WB# 475 
72 games (1959–65) 
1963 Best and Fairest 
Victorian representative (1960, 1963) 
Life Member 
Photo: Ray Walker, Alex Keath and Scott West at 
the 2020 Recruits Dinner 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Kevin Meddings 
WB# 500 
1 game (1962) 
Kevin played for Yarraville with distinction, winning the 
best and fairest award in 1964 and 1966 and being 
selected to represent the VFA in 1961, 1963 and 1966. 
Kevin and his wife Yvonne were key members of the 
publishing team which produced The Bulldog Heritage 
books. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Barry Ion 
WB# 489 
40 games (1961–65) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

70th birthdays 
Peter Featherby 
(shown here with his wife, Yolanda) 
WB# 641 
42 games (1975–76) 
Also played with Geelong, 93 games (1979–83) 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Robert Cockerell 
WB# 603 
21 games (1971–72) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Ken Marks 
WB# 605 
3 games (1972) 
1970 Morrish Medallist (playing for Fitzroy) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Graeme Linke 
WB# 660 
5 games (1977–78) 
Also played with Geelong, 38 games (1971–74) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Alan Atkinson 
WB# 692 
6 games (1980) 
Also played with Collingwood 134 games (1970–78) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



60th birthdays 
Brian Royal 
WB# 733 
199 games, 299 goals (1983–93) 
Best and fairest 1983 
Victorian representative 1983, 1985, 1986, 
1987, 1988, 1991 
All-Australian 1983, 1986 
Life Member 
Team of the Century: first rover 
Photo: Brian Royal, Bailey Smith, 
Jack Di Natale and Ian Morrison at the 
2019 Recruits Dinner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Chris Burton 
WB# 704 
67 games (1980–84) 
Life Member 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert Semmens 
WB# 734 

7 games (1983–84) 
Also Richmond, 5 games (1981) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vale Charlie Evans 
Charlie Evans died on Thursday 
16 September, aged 79. One of his 42 games 
for the Bulldogs between 1960 and 1963 was 
the 1961 grand final, in which he played in 
the back pocket. 

Charlie was also selected to represent 
Victoria in 1962 and he played 8 games for 
South Melbourne in 1964. 

We offer our sincere condolences to Charlie’s 
family and friends. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vale Greg Parke 
Greg Parke passed away after a long illness on Saturday 
25 September, the day that two teams for which he played 
with distinction met in the 2021 grand final. He was 73. 

Greg played 37 games for the Bulldogs between 1974 and 1975 
and kicked 56 goals. He was an outstanding mark and mainly 
played at centre half-forward. 

He had played 119 games and kicked 169 goals for Melbourne 
(1968–73) and, after leaving the Bulldogs, played 15 games and 
kicked 17 goals for Fitzroy (1977). 

Sincere condolences to Greg’s family and friends. 

 
 

We would like to send our newsletter to all Past 
Players and Officials. 

Keeping the database current is an ongoing 
challenge as people change email addresses. If you 
know the email address and/or mobile number of 
any of the following, please forward them to 

ross.abbey30@gmail.com. 

David Allday 
Michael Rolfe 
Brennan Stack 

Michael Kelly 
Harry Skreja 

 

Andrew Wills 
Lindsay Sneddon 

LOSTDOGS 



2021 Committee 
President   Ross Abbey  0412 073 092 

Vice President   Phil O’Keeffe  0402 007 270 

Secretary   Owen Madigan  0408 105 151 

Treasurer   Andrew Howlett  0418 510 635 

Committee   Les Bartlett  0416 485 652 

   Adam Contessa  0416 081 259 

   Graeme Joslin  0412 771 235 

   Gary McGorlick  0409 804 057 

   Ilija Grgic   0413 677 736 

AFLCPP Delegate   Jack Slattery  0425 746 148 

Player Welfare 
We strongly recommend past players join the AFLPA Alumni. 

Benefits include: 

• up to $500 refund on excess payments when in hospital if you are in a private health fund 

• up to $8000 refund for extra operation charges should you require surgery on body joints, including 
damaged teeth. 

• an opportunity to seek funds from the Geoff Pryor 
Fund or an Injury and Hardship fund in the event of 
suffering financial hardship. 

The one-off joining fee is $50. To join, contact Chris 
Smith at AFLPA on 0400 019 391 or 
csmith@aflplayers.com.au. 

Tim Harrington (WB #805, 1989–90), pictured with 
Mitch Hannan at the 2021 Recruits Dinner, is the AFL 
Players’ Association Football Operations Manager and 
Head of Alumni. 

Western Bulldogs Past Players Facebook 
We will be using Facebook more to communicate information to former players and officials. It is a closed 
group. If you are not a member, please go to Western Bulldogs Past Players on Facebook and request to 
‘Join Group’. 

Western Bulldogs Community Foundation 
More than just a football club, the Western Bulldogs have a long and proud history as the community 
club of the AFL; delivering community programs with real outcomes. 



The Community Foundation works closely with the club and utilises the Bulldogs brand as a platform to 
engage with a wide range of participants, helping them reach their full potential and ensuring they are 
accepted regardless of their gender, race or faith. The foundation celebrates diversity as an integral part 
of a united and cohesive community and aims to engage with multicultural, Indigenous and all-abilities 
communities via innovative programs. 

While, like our players, our community can be courageous, strong and resilient, some members of the 
community do find the need for support to guide them towards finding the strength they need to face 
life’s challenges. The club is proud that the Western Bulldogs Community Foundation is able to offer this 
support. 

Find out more about the Community Foundation at www.westernbulldogs.com.au/Foundation or via 
social media @WBFCFoundation. If you are interested in donating to the Community Foundation please 
email fundraising@westernbulldogs.com.au. 


